
How to Record Audio using your 
Phone 

Equipment 

• 1 device to playback the backing track 

• 1 device for recording audio 

• Headphones 

 

The playback device doesn’t need to be another phone but the device that you’ve downloaded 

the backing track to.   

Please only record using headphones, as your recording won’t be useable if you play the 

backing track back with external speakers. 

Recording on iPhone 

iPhones come preloaded with the Voice Memo app,  

which you’ll need to use to record your sound source. 

 

 

 

Recording on Android 

Not all Android devices come preloaded 

with an audio recorder.  If you need to 

download one, visit the Play Store and 

search for “sound recorder”.  You’ll see 

several options, all of which will be 

suitable.  

 



2 

Recording steps 

Step 1.  Loading the backing track 

a) Download the backing track from the url provided by BMT: 

www.bucksmusic.org/somewhere/ 

b) Plugin your headphones and find a comfortable volume for which you can hear both your 

instrument and the backing track. 
NB: It is advisable to practice playing to the backing track before recording, so you are prepared with the 

tempo. 

Step 2.  Preparing your audio recorder 

Test the best place for recording your sound source (instrument or voice).  Softer instruments 

may need to be closer to the microphone, whilst other loud instruments will require some 

distance or even padding.  If you’re finding that your recordings are producing an unpleasant 

(distorted) sound, then try placing your phone in a bag with some padding around it to reduce 

the input volume to the microphone. 

Step 3.  Recording 

a) Press record on your device.   

b) Press play on the device you have loaded the backing track into and listen to the 

introduction.   

c) There will be 2 bars of count in before the piece begins.  To help our production team to 

line up your part, simply clap on the beat after you hear “one, two, three, four”. 

d) Record your performance. 

Step 4.  Export your file. 

Most devices will allow you to share your recording directly from the app.  These files should be 

small enough to fit with a standard email but if this isn’t possible, you can send the file directly 

via www.filemail.com.  It’s free and secure.  

Send your recording to: vmc@bucksmusic.org 

Congratulations, you’ve now completed all steps for our first online Music 

Centre project. 

To see have this information explained visually, visit our “how to” video on 

https://youtu.be/Nw7IGqkzDYU 
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